
All Saints’ Church, Wootton Courtenay 
 

CAROL SERVICE 
SUNDAY 16th DECEMBER 2018, 4.00pm 

 
The Service of Nine Lessons and Carols was first drawn up by Edward Benson, when Bishop of Truro, 

for use in his cathedral.  It was simplified and adapted for use in the Chapel of King’s College, 
Cambridge, in 1918 by the Dean, Eric Milner-White, who wrote the Bidding Prayer. 

 
Welcome – Veronica Clegg 
 
Bidding Prayer – Rev Margaret Jackson 
Beloved in Christ be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and 
mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Therefore, let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our 
disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among people; for unity and 
brotherhood within the Church he came to build, and especially in this village of Wootton Courtenay and the Diocese 
of Bath & Wells. 
 
And, because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us remember in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold, 
the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and the little 
children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, upon another shore, and in a greater light, that 
multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom in the Lord Jesus we 
are for ever one. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ 
himself taught us: 
 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.      Amen 
 
May the Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life, and unto the fellowship of the 
citizens above may the King of angels bring us all.   Amen. 
 
Carol no. 29: Once in Royal David’s City (solo first verse) 
 
First lesson: Genesis 22, vv 15-18 – The promise to Abraham – Amanda Elliot 
 
Moor Harmony 
Gaudate 
Da pacem, Domine – Melchior Frank 
Love came down at Christmas 
Let there be peace – Christina Mimmocchi 
 
Second lesson: Isaiah 9, vv 2, 6 & 7 – The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth – Andy Giles 
 
Carol no. 1: Angels from the realms of glory 
 
Third lesson: St Luke 1, vv 26-35 & 38 – The Annunciation to Mary – Margaret Smith 
 
Carol no. 26: Oh little town of Bethlehem 
 
Fourth lesson: St Luke 2, vv 1 & 3-7 – The birth of Jesus – Beccy Oliver 
 
Reading of ‘The Oxen’ by Thomas Hardy – Mary Noble 
 
Carol no. 7: Ding Dong! Merrily on high 
 



Fifth lesson: St Luke 2, vv 8-16 – The Shepherds go to the Manger. – Ros Griffin 
 
 
Carol no. 18: In the bleak midwinter 
 
Sixth lesson: St Matthew 2, vv 1-12 – The Magi are led by the star to Jesus – Patrick Hoyte 
 
Carol no. 35: We three kings of Orient are (offertory collection) 
 
Prayers of intercession – Ro Hoyte 
 
The response to ‘Lord in your mercy’ is ‘Hear our prayer’. 
At the end of the prayers, the response to ‘Merciful Father’ is: ‘accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
Our Savour, Jesus Christ. Amen’ 
 
The Capel Singers – Carol 
 
Seventh lesson: all stand - The Gospel – St John 1, vv 1-14 – The incarnation of the Word of God – Rev Margaret 
Jackson 
 
Collect:   Almighty God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: grant 
that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold him when he shall come to be 
our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Carol no. 24: Oh come all ye faithful. (Omit last verse). 
 
Conclusion – Rev Margaret Jackson 
 
Let us bless the living God 
He was born of the Virgin Mary 
All: Revealed in His glory. 
 
Worshipped by angels 
All: Proclaimed among nations. 
 
Believed in through the world 
All: Exalted to the highest heavens. 
 
Glory to God in the highest 
All: And peace to his people on earth. 
 
We say together: 
 
May the joy of the angels, the humility of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, the obedience of 
Joseph and Mary and the peace of the Christ child be ours this Christmas, and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon us and all whom we love, this Christmas and always. 
Amen. 

————————————————— 
 
 
The collection will be shared between the Deanery Youth Project and the South West Children’s Hospice, Barnstaple.  
Please give generously. 
 
We are extremely grateful to Rev Margaret Jackson, Marcus Capel, Sue Donovan, The Capel Singers, Moor Harmony; 
and, of course, the readers of the lessons and poem, our intercessor and those who have decorated this Church of ours 
so beautifully. 
 
We hope you will join us for wine, nibbles and mince pies after the Service – please remain in your seats for a few 
minutes so that we can serve you.  We are particularly grateful to Andy Giles for donating the wine. 
 
The Reverend Caroline Ralph, the Ministry team and the PCC wish you a very joyful Christmas and a happy, healthy and 
peaceful New Year. 
 

 



 
Please note that there is one service at All Saints’ during Christmas: 25th December 10.00am. 
There is a Benefice Service on Sunday 30th, December at 10.00am at Wootton Courtenay 

 
 


