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Dear Friends, 

July  
I cannot prune the wisteria, there is a pigeon nesting in it. Pigeon nests are 
barely worth the name, consisting of a loose group of twigs dumped 
precariously on a couple of slender branches, upon which a pigeon sits.  

After weeks of sunshine, the rain and the wind are more like March. At least I 
do not have to water, but the chickens are miserable and inclined to huddle 
under the coop. 

The dogs don’t care, Merlin is specialising in finding and jumping into the only 
patch of mud for miles and then trailing home with black stockings until I 
seize him and put him under the garden hose. Arthur has been clipped and 
lost his mane (Thank you Kathie!) so is less inclined to simply expire from 
heat. 

The flowerbed nearest the study has gone back to nature again. I was ill-
advised enough to plant mint a few years ago and it has run amuck. I am 
going to take it out and put a bit of it in a pot to let me get at the rest of the 
herbage clogging the bed. 

It’s an over-used mantra: keep calm and carry on. I have spent the day 
boiling in frustration at the state of the diocesan and national paperwork 
concerning the re-opening of the churches. Do we have to clean every day or 
do we not? Do we have to steward or do we not? Do we have to keep a list of 
people entering? What signs do we need? Your guess is as good as mine 
and if you are wondering why the church is not open every day, these are 
some of the reasons. We cannot steward, we cannot clean every day, we do 
not have enough people and we cannot keep you safe.  

By the time you read this, some of the questions will be answered and 
everyone will have moved on. At least I hope so. 

You can tell that things are changing, because the church (by which I mean 
the national church and the diocese) are starting to ask about what lessons 
we have learned from the pandemic and is forming focus groups to find out. 
As I read in the newspaper last week, as a nation we may be hopeless in a 
crisis, but our after event enquiries as to what went wrong are exemplary. 

I’ve written about being patient, about looking for God in the silence, about 
finding good things even in difficult times. These are all true. I have found it to 
be true. Thrown back on my own resources, no services to plan or take, no 
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holy communion to sustain me, God has been present. Even when battling 
with paperwork and zoom. 

It has been wonderful to see how people have connected and worship 
together online using apps and internet services and the TV. This is surely 
where God is to be found, in the deep silence of our hearts, where we go 
when the world has all become too much and consolation hard to find.  

We are now in the green times, the long days after Trinity when in any other 
year we would be looking forward to summer picnics and fairs and shows. 
This year it will be different. It might not be worse, but it will be different. 
Patience and love. Attains all things. 

Rev. Caroline Ralph 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



  

5 
 

Building a sustainable and hopeful future 
 
One impact of the Coronavirus pandemic is there is now a lot of talk about 
the need to change and to re-imagine society, in order to build a sustainable 
and hopeful future.  This is to be welcomed.  However, change is something 
that we always have to live with.  The Greek philosopher, Heraclitus, writing 
some 500 years before Christ, was a great proponent of this.  He is known for 
saying: ‘There is nothing permanent except change’ and that you cannot step 
into the same river twice.  By this he meant that just as the river flows so that 
you cannot touch the same water twice, so no two situations are exactly the 
same and that the world is constantly changing.  
 
We live in a time of extraordinary change.  Self-driving transport is now 
practical, not just for cars, but also perhaps more alarmingly for ships and 
aircraft.   Artificial Intelligence is opening amazing new possibilities and 
medicine is advancing rapidly as the decoding of the human genome 
increases our understanding of many diseases.  At the same time our world 
groans under the weight of lifestyles and exploitation of resources which are 
not sustainable.  I am writing this on World Environment Day and it is 
becoming increasingly clear that we need to change the way we live before 
we wreck even more havoc on the world which God has given us to steward 
and care for. 
 
But in looking for change we need perhaps to look in rather than out.  I 
remember once reading someone saying: ‘You can’t change what is going on 
around you, until you start changing what’s going on within you’. Or as 
Tolstoy put it: ‘Everyone thinks of changing the world. But no one thinks of 
changing themself.’ It is sometimes said that if ‘we change the way we look at 
things, the things we look at change.’ There may be some truth in that and 
perhaps we need to use this time of lockdown to continue to reflect on what it 
means to look at the world through God’s eyes and to live faithfully in God’s 
world so that we all play our part in building a sustainable and hopeful future. 
 
Every blessing 

Bishop Peter 
 

 

Please email the editor at …….. dunkerytidings@gmail.com 
For July DUNKERY TIDINGS 

Final Copy Please by 7pm on 20th July  
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Timberscombe C of E First School News 

This month, we reopened Timberscombe First School's doors for the first time 
since we closed on March 19th.  The children of key workers have been going 
to provision at our friends at Dunster First School, where coaches and teachers 
from across the Moorland Federation supported them in a new school the 
children named ‘Connect 5.’  This provision catered for all the key worker 
children from across the Moorland Federation.  
  
Since reopening, in line with Government guidelines, we currently are open 
for Reception and Year 1 and children of key workers.  The children have loved 
being back in their own school, and have settled in to doing lots of lovely 
outdoor learning and art activities.  As a school, we believe children's mental 
wellbeing should be at the forefront of everything we do, this is even more 
important during these challenging times.   The children on site have done 
really well at following our 'Rainbow Rules:' 
  
1) Give others space 
2) Wash our hands 
3) 'Catch it, bin it, kill it' 
  

We're looking forward to hopefully seeing our pupils and their families very soon! 

          Hannah Sparks 
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As always, we are very grateful to all our advertisers for continuing to support our 
Parish magazine. Please could you in your turn show your appreciation not only by 
using them, but also by telling them where you have seen their name. 

  
TAKEAWAY AND  DUNKERY BEACON COUNTRY HOUSE 

DELIVERY SERVICE "Gourmet to Go" service every Fri & Sat offering freshly- 

 made meals, artisan bread, bottles of wine. For menu see blog 
page at www.dunkerybeaconaccommodation.co.uk 

  Tel: 01643 841241 Pre-order by Thurs 
 
AGRICULTURAL RICHARD PLUCK 01643 841270 
SERVICES Field topping, harrowing, rolling 07786241892 
 Digger work, concreting, etc.  
 
 
CARPETS & TONY BROOKE CARPETS & FLOORING 01984 632206 
FLOORING Carpets, vinyl, flotex, wood & natural flooring, safety   
 flooring, wet rooms, rugs, runners, mats, blinds and more!  

Units 2&3, Roughmoor Industrial Estate, Williton TA4 4RF 
 

CHIMNEY JACK WINTERMANTLE Mob:  07583 001066   
SWEEP  All flues professionally swept. A clean, tidy & personable  

SERVICES service using traditional and modern sweeping techniques.  
 Insurance approved certificates issued. HETAS & NACS qualified. 

www.wintermantle-chimneysweep.uk Tel:01643 842962 (answerphone) 
 

CHIROPODY EXMOOR PODIATRY 01643 705020 
& PODIATRY Susan Aitken offers a full range of effective treatments in her 
 Minehead Clinic, including ingrowing nail removal 
 and customised insoles. Home visits available. 

 
 

PRIVATE CHEF Private chef & catering, wedding & event catering 
& CATERER Visit the website www.claires.kitchen 
 email 

www.claireskitchen@outlook.com 
Mobile 07799 066 638 
 
 

   
   
PROPERTY     RANSCOMBE PROPERTY SERVICES     01643 708432 
MAINTENANCE     Interior & Exterior Building Maintenance /             07900 011057 
                          Repair, Bathroom / Kitchen fitting, Alterations, Painting &  
                          Decorating, Tiling, Roofing & Guttering; Call Steve. 
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ELECTRICAL  MINEHEAD RADIO, Friday Street 01643 702525 
RETAILER Top Brands, Quick Delivery and Local Service  
 On all Home Entertainment and Kitchen Appliances  

 
FENCING BARRY FOWLER FARM & TIMBER PRODUCTS  
SHEDS ETC Fencing materials supplied and erected. 01643 821012 
 Gates, wood & metal. Timber buildings for dogs, horses,   
 chickens etc. Garden sheds supplied. 01643 841650 

 
FURNITURE &  STUARTS HOME FURNISHERS 01643 707974 
FLOORING,  27 Friday Street, Minehead  
CURTAINS & BLINDS   

 
 

FUNERAL  HEDLEY PRICE 01643 703111 
DIRECTORS Independent Family Funeral Directors (24 hours) 

 
Chapel of Rest. 24-hour personal service. 
 
 

 

GARDENING GREENSMITH GARDENS Contact Denis on mobile  
 Hard and Soft landscaping  07507594677 
 Patios, all walling, fencing and driveways  

 
GENTLEMEN’S HARVEY JONES 01643 702231 
OUTFITTERS 18 Park Street, Minehead  

 

HEALING  Dr. BEATE FANKHÄNEL                    0758 255 0 255 

ENERGY WORK Medical Doctor and HEALER offers Holistic Therapy to  

 people and animals. More info  https://healedbe.co.uk 
 

  
LOGS LOGS FOR SALE - Richard Pluck  
 Pero Cottage, Harwood, Timberscombe, 01643 841270 
 Seasoned logs: ideal for log-burners / open fires 07786241892 
   
MONUMENTAL FINE MEMORIALS 01643 709405 
SCULPTOR 2 Holloway Street Minehead TA24 5NP  
 Independent Local Mason  
 

PAINTER & PHILIP GRIFFIN, Wootton Courtenay 01643 841245 
DECORATOR Painting, Decoration, Building Maintenance 07771 566819 
 and Repairs E: griffin833@btinternet.com 
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KAREN ABRAHAM    Yoga classes in Dunster & surround. Private   07484187420 

YOGA CLASSES          home tuition including chair yoga.        

                                         karenabraham@hotmail.co.uk 

 

GARDEN SERVICES  *Garden Maintenance *Fencing *Paving          

 KNOWLE GARDEN    *Turfing *Planning *Garden Clearance         07748003754 

          SERVICES           *All other work considered                           Contact Russell 

 

YOGA CLASSES          Class in Wheddon Cross – Monday Evenings       

 TERRY BRUCE           Private sessions in your home for 1 or 2 people,     

                                         Tailored to your individual need.                     07961892526 

 

SHIATSU                       A physical therapy that offers support for 

TERRY BRUCE           Physical & emotional challenges.  

Helping you to relax, relieve tension, address challenging                 
emotions and thrive!                                        07961892526 

 

 
EXMOOR PLUMBING RELIABLE PLUMBER, NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 Radiators, cylinders, tanks, bathroom suites, taps, ball-valves, 01984 639629 
 Washers, showers, soil-pipes, wastepipes, gutters 07970 632114 

 ALL PLUMBING WORK COVERED 
  

SOFT TISSUE EMILY CATFORD BSC MSMA 07826143611 
THERAPY Treating both sporting and non-sporting  

 aches/pains and injuries 
  

 
 WINDOW WOMAN AND LOCKSMITH Minehead 

LOCKSMITH & 
Steamed up double glazed unit 
replacement. Locksmith. Hinges, 
Handles, Seals, Draughts & leaks.  

 
07967 314 323 

REPAIR SERVICE UPVC, Wood & Aluminium - All can be repaired. 
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Friends of St Petrock 
 

 

 

The Orchard Social Club 
Events at the Orchard Social Club in July 

   
Wednesday and Friday lunches will continue as a take-away or home 
delivery basis only. Please contact John by 10am the Tuesday/Thursday 
before. Thank you 

 
Fish & Chips Night  
The next Fish & Chips evening will be Monday 29th June, then Monday 
13th July and continuing fortnightly.  
 
All events take place in the Old Dairy unless otherwise stated  

For bookings and information please phone John on 07815 693 627   
 

 

Timberscombe Good Neighbours 
 
Timberscombe Good Neighbours involves a group of local volunteers 
who offer a service to those in need to help and support eg. The elderly, 
disabled, those temporarily in need through illness etc.  
Although Good Neighbour Schemes are not there to replace the work 
done by Social Services or other professional care agencies, they can 
play a key role in community life. 
 
If you feel you or someone you know could benefit from Timberscombe 
Good Neighbours, especially during these difficult times of self-isolating, 
please contact Joy Booth (co-ordinator) Tel. No 07391870332. 
 
 
 

July  
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Wootton Courtenay Notes 

 

July 

 

  
 “  

Wootton Courtenay Diary Dates 
 

The cleaning rota for the Village Hall has been suspended for the time being as 
the hall is not currently in use. 
 
The cleaning rota for All Saints’ Church has been suspended until further notice, 
but will resume once the church reopens.  
 
 

 

WOOTTON COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 
 

WOOTTON COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL  
100 CLUB 

 
  

Congratulations to the following  
JUNE 2020 winners 

 
1st Prize - Joan Burnell 

2nd Prize - Margaret Izaby-White 
3rd Prize - Robert Billson 

 
Cash prizes have been delivered to the winners or winners notified 

 
Nicky and Lesley - Promoters 
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