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Dear Friends, 

June  
I have made an appointment to go and buy a tree (entry by timed ticket into the garden 
centre) and will fix the lilies, blown into a heap by the wind.  

My elderly cat likes to sleep on the back of sofa, the sun strikes through the window and 
the heat reduces her to a state of torpor. She used to sleep on the computer router, a 
gentle source of warmth, which never seemed to do her or the router any harm. However, 
because she now sleeps very deeply, she tends to fall off of the sofa. This is not so bad if 
she tips onto the cushions, but a few times a day there is a dreadful thump and scrabble, 
when she falls off the back, all the way to the floor. I rush through to find a slightly dazed 
kitty shaking her head, looking accusingly as though it’s all my fault. Half an hour later she 
is back on the top again. 

My two bantams have been broody for what feels like weeks. No eggs and their normal 
cheerful nature is gone. I chuck them out in the morning after I have put the food out and 
then escape before Big Boy hurtles ferociously in my direction, wings mantling, head 
lowered, at the threat to his girls. They have a snack and a bath and return to the coop. 
Between them, the chickens have scratched up and consumed all the grass seed I 
carefully put down by the fence and I am back to square one. Bare earth and weeds. 

Arthur too is back in his usual position, disgrace. His parole was revoked after he dodged, 
charged into a field and set off for Conygar View. We are back tied together by the lead, to 
our mutual dis-satisfaction. 

So we are perhaps all a little stranded at present. Holidays cancelled, parties revoked, no 
end in sight. I am thankful we have so little COVID in the south west and I will not be 
called upon to be part of the task group deciding who receives a ventilator and who does 
not. But somehow we are still at Easter Saturday. The worst of the awfulness appears 
over, but nothing good has appeared. The garden is tidied, the house cleaned, but the 
guest is not here. 

Why did Peter and John run to the tomb? They could have walked. There was nothing 
they could do. What did they think they were going to do? Start a search party? Peter, 
impulsive to the last, went straight in. John followed. He believed, but both went away 
bewildered.  

The easing of the lockdown has brought not release but more uncertainty. This is a time to 
be sensible, to be patient and wait, like the disciples.  

Rev. Caroline Ralph 
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I know many are disappointed that the churches continue to be closed.  
We have to be guided by the advice and instruction of our bishops. There is a 
three phase plan to bring churches back. At present, in phase 1, there is only 
one nominated person who is permitted to enter the building, whether for 
private prayer, streaming a service or checking the security and safety of the 
building. For many of those responsible, it is safer to keep the doors shut for 
the moment. 
We cannot keep the churches safe from infection, the cleaning is 
beyond us. So we must wait for the risk to be modified. The Diocese of 
Bath and Wells has more information on the website for those who are 
able to access it. 

We will open as soon as we can. 

 
 
Recognise the one who stands beside you 
 
‘Stay alert’ is the message as we ‘ease out of lockdown’. We know that for some 
there is little ease as we begin to re-engage with a world that is still fearful of Covid-
19 and uncertain about its future. The requirement to ‘stay alert’ is to encourage us 
to watch out for signs of the virus and protect ourselves and others as necessary.  

 

We’ve just celebrated Pentecost, often recognised as the birthday of the Church. 
Jesus’ message to his followers as he left them to return to his Father was that they 
were to ‘stay alert’, not to guard against something fearful to come but rather to be 
watchful for the Spirit that would free them from fear. It didn’t mean that there 
weren’t still physical dangers to face but rather that their spiritual lives should grow 
in boldness. 

 

We have seen much courage exhibited throughout this crisis to date. Key workers 
who have continued to serve us day by day even whilst most of us have remained 
at home. The NHS has quite rightly been applauded and appreciated at this time 
and there are so many more.  

 

I’ve been especially impressed by our schools and their teams who have largely 
been open throughout this period to be provide care for key worker families and 
vulnerable children. Even at weekends and during this past half term holiday they 
have been tirelessly supporting their local communities. Staying alert to the needs 
of our young, they have shown their commitment and care. I want to express my 
huge gratitude to them! 
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As we move into June we may be seeing more children returning to schools having 
been home-schooled for a time. This will not be without fear for some and a need to 
be especially alert to physical dangers. Whatever the situation we find ourselves to 
be in at this point, we are reminded that we have a Comforter, an Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, who strengthens and encourages our faith even at times of doubt and 
anxiety.  

 

Whether still at home and isolated or beginning a return to wider community life, 
may you find yourself being alert for and recognising the one who stands alongside 
you, the Spirit, who is friend, guardian and comforter. 

 

With every good wish 

 

Bishop Ruth 
 

 

 

Please email the editor at …….. dunkerytidings@gmail.com 
For July DUNKERY TIDINGS 

Final Copy Please by 7pm on 20th June  
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Timberscombe C of E First School News 
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As always, we are very grateful to all our advertisers for continuing to support our 
Parish magazine. Please could you in your turn show your appreciation not only by 
using them, but also by telling them where you have seen their name. 

  
TAKEAWAY AND  DUNKERY BEACON COUNTRY HOUSE 

DELIVERY SERVICE "Gourmet to Go" service every Fri & Sat offering freshly- 

 made meals, artisan bread, bottles of wine. For menu see blog 
page at www.dunkerybeaconaccommodation.co.uk 

  Tel: 01643 841241 Pre-order by Thurs 
 
AGRICULTURAL RICHARD PLUCK 01643 841270 
SERVICES Field topping, harrowing, rolling    07786 241892 
 Digger work, concreting, etc.  
 
 
CARPETS & TONY BROOKE CARPETS & FLOORING 01984 632206 
FLOORING Carpets, vinyl, flotex, wood & natural flooring, safety   
 flooring, wet rooms, rugs, runners, mats, blinds and more!  

Units 2&3, Roughmoor Industrial Estate, Williton TA4 4RF 
 

CHIMNEY JACK WINTERMANTLE Mob:  07583 001066   
SWEEP  All flues professionally swept. A clean, tidy & personable  

SERVICES service using traditional and modern sweeping techniques.  
 Insurance approved certificates issued. HETAS & NACS qualified. 

www.wintermantle-chimneysweep.uk Tel:01643 842962 (answerphone) 
 

CHIROPODY EXMOOR PODIATRY 01643 705020 
& PODIATRY Susan Aitken offers a full range of effective treatments in her 
 Minehead Clinic, including ingrowing nail removal 
 and customised insoles. Home visits available. 

 
 

PRIVATE CHEF Private chef & catering, wedding & event catering 
& CATERER Visit the website www.claires.kitchen 
 email 

www.claireskitchen@outlook.com 
Mobile 07799 066 638 
 
 

   
   
PROPERTY     RANSCOMBE PROPERTY SERVICES     01643 708432 
MAINTENANCE     Interior & Exterior Building Maintenance /             07900 011057 
                          Repair, Bathroom / Kitchen fitting, Alterations, Painting &  
                          Decorating, Tiling, Roofing & Guttering; Call Steve. 
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ELECTRICAL  MINEHEAD RADIO, Friday Street 01643 702525 
RETAILER Top Brands, Quick Delivery and Local Service  
 On all Home Entertainment and Kitchen Appliances  

 
FENCING BARRY FOWLER FARM & TIMBER PRODUCTS  
SHEDS ETC Fencing materials supplied and erected. 01643 821012 
 Gates, wood & metal. Timber buildings for dogs, horses,   
 chickens etc. Garden sheds supplied. 01643 841650 

 
FURNITURE &  STUARTS HOME FURNISHERS 01643 707974 
FLOORING,  27 Friday Street, Minehead  
CURTAINS & BLINDS   

 
 

FUNERAL  HEDLEY PRICE 01643 703111 
DIRECTORS Independent Family Funeral Directors (24 hours) 

 
Chapel of Rest. 24-hour personal service. 
 
 

 

GARDENING GREENSMITH GARDENS Contact Denis on mobile  
 Hard and Soft landscaping  07507594677 
 Patios, all walling, fencing and driveways  

 
GENTLEMEN’S HARVEY JONES 01643 702231 
OUTFITTERS 18 Park Street, Minehead  

 

HEALING  Dr. BEATE FANKHÄNEL                    0758 255 0 255 

ENERGY WORK Medical Doctor and HEALER offers Holistic Therapy to  

 people and animals. More info  https://healedbe.co.uk 
 

  
LOGS LOGS FOR SALE - Richard Pluck  
 Pero Cottage, Harwood, Timberscombe, 01643 841270 
 Seasoned logs: ideal for log-burners / open fires             07786 241892 
   
MONUMENTAL FINE MEMORIALS 01643 709405 
SCULPTOR 2 Holloway Street Minehead TA24 5NP  
 Independent Local Mason  
 

PAINTER & PHILIP GRIFFIN, Wootton Courtenay 01643 841245 
DECORATOR Painting, Decoration, Building Maintenance 07771 566819 
 and Repairs E: griffin833@btinternet.com 
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KAREN ABRAHAM    Yoga classes in Dunster & surround. Private    

YOGA CLASSES          home tuition including chair yoga.         07484 187420 

                                         karenabraham@hotmail.co.uk 

 

GARDEN SERVICES  *Garden Maintenance *Fencing *Paving          

 KNOWLE GARDEN    *Turfing *Planning *Garden Clearance         07748 003754 

          SERVICES           *All other work considered                           Contact Russell 

 

YOGA CLASSES          Class in Wheddon Cross – Monday Evenings       

 TERRY BRUCE           Private sessions in your home for 1 or 2 people,     

                                         Tailored to your individual need.                    07961 892526 

 

SHIATSU                       A physical therapy that offers support for 

TERRY BRUCE           physical & emotional challenges.  

Helping you to relax, relieve tension, address challenging                 
emotions and thrive!                                       07961 892526 

 

 
EXMOOR PLUMBING RELIABLE PLUMBER, NO JOB TOO SMALL 
 Radiators, cylinders, tanks, bathroom suites, taps, ball-valves, 01984 639629 
 Washers, showers, soil-pipes, wastepipes, gutters 07970 632114 

 ALL PLUMBING WORK COVERED 
  

SOFT TISSUE EMILY CATFORD BSC MSMA 07826 143611 
THERAPY Treating both sporting and non-sporting  

 aches/pains and injuries 
  

 
 WINDOW WOMAN AND LOCKSMITH Minehead 

LOCKSMITH & 
Steamed up double glazed unit 
replacement. Locksmith. Hinges, 
Handles, Seals, Draughts & leaks.  

 
 07967 314 323 

REPAIR SERVICE UPVC, Wood & Aluminium - All can be repaired. 
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Friends of St Petrock 
 

 

 

The Orchard Social Club 
Events at the Orchard Social Club in June 

   
Wednesday and Friday lunches will continue as a take-away or home 
delivery basis only. Please contact John by 10am the Tuesday/Thursday 
before. Thank you 

 
Fish & Chips Night  
The next Fish & Chips evening will be Monday 1st June 

 
All events take place in the Old Dairy unless otherwise stated  
For bookings and information please phone John on 07815 693 627   

 
 

Timberscombe Good Neighbours 
 
Timberscombe Good Neighbours involves a group of local volunteers 
who offer a service to those in need to help and support eg. the elderly, 
disabled, those temporarily in need through illness, etc.  
Although Good Neighbour Schemes are not there to replace the work 
done by Social Services or other professional care agencies, they can 
play a key role in community life. 
 
If you feel you or someone you know could benefit from Timberscombe 
Good Neighbours, especially during these difficult times of self-isolating, 
please contact Joy Booth (co-ordinator) Tel. No 07391 870332. 
 
 
 
  

June  
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TIMBERSCOMBE SHOW 2020 
  
I am sorry to say that we feel it necessary to cancel this years’ show, 
due to the Coronovirus. There didn’t seem a lot of point in leaving it until 
nearer the event; people are still going to be very wary of being in large 
groups in August, even if restrictions have been lifted. 
  

The photography classes and the knitted donkey will be held over until 
next year when we hope to be back, bigger and better than ever.  
 
Take care and stay well 
      Wendy Cook 
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Wootton Courtenay Notes 

 

June 

 

  
 “  

Wootton Courtenay Diary Dates 
 

The cleaning rota for the Village Hall has been suspended for the time being as 
the hall is not currently in use. 
 
The cleaning rota for All Saints’ Church has been suspended until further notice, 
but will resume once the church reopens.  
 
CANCELLATION OF THE FLOWER & PRODUCE SHOW 
 
It is with huge sadness that the Committee and I have decided that, in the 
interests of safety, we will have to cancel the Show this year.  However, we have 
not gone away and we will endeavour to make next year’s show the best ever.  It 
will be on Tuesday, 3rd August 2021, so please look forward to then! 
 
We have decided that it would be nice to mark the Show in some way and have 
come up with this idea: if anyone who might have entered the Show would like to 
photograph one exhibit that they are most proud of on the day of the Show and 
send it to the Village Website, those photographs will be published by degrees 
over the following week(s).  Bill and Marion are, very kindly, working out how this 
can be achieved and we are very grateful to them for that. 
 
The categories are as follows: 
 
Any vegetable, plus if you fancy making an amusing vegetable, that would cheer 
us all  
Any piece/dish of fruit 
Any flower 
Any flower arrangement 
Any bakery 
Any photo 
Needlework - unless you are saving your entry for next year, but anything would 
be fine. 
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Just ONE photo and not all categories as we don't want to swamp the website, 
and there will be no prizes just HONOUR AND GLORY, what more could a Show 
person want!  Please include your name when submitting your photo. 
 
With many apologies for the disappointment, and keep safe and well. 

                                                                                                                 Veronica Clegg 

 

 
WOOTTON COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 100 CLUB 

 

WOOTTON COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL  
100 CLUB 

 
Congratulations to the following  

MAY 2020 winners 
 

1st Prize - Christian Busby 
2nd Prize - Tony Andrews 
3rd Prize - Mike O'Keefe 

 
Cash prizes have been delivered to the winners 

 
Nicky and Lesley - Promoters 
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