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Rector’s Note 
Earlier this week, it was the feast of St John of the Cross. He was born in 1542 in Spain 
and went to a charity school before working as a nurse. He went into the Carmelite order 
at the age of 21 and in about 1567 he was ordained and met Teresa of Avila. Between 
them, they began to reform the Carmelite order. This brought him into conflict with the 
religious authorities and he was imprisoned. It was during this time that he wrote “The 
Dark Night of the Soul” and addressed his misery and depression about what had 
happened to him in some of the finest verse ever written. He was able to see his way 
through this terrible time as purifying his way to God and his experience has spoken to 
many others since. 
We all deal with difficult times differently, according to our strengths and weaknesses. 
Sometimes, even accepting that doing things well is beyond us can be hard. Seeing 
other people who find life easier or who do not experience the same struggles can be 
hard too. St John of the Cross reminds us that we can ask God to sustain us and that 
God will do so, even when it does not appear God is listening. Also, that even terrible 
times pass in the end and things become clear. 
Christmas is a joyous time in all sorts of ways. For Christians, we recognise once again 
“God with us”, Emmanuel and think about Jesus as the man that walked on earth 
amongst us. Generally, it is a time for families and reunions and presents and good food, 
all good things. We can ask God to help us be thankful. 
Caroline           -------------------------------------- 
 

 

2 Samuel 7.1-11 & 16 
Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I 
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint 
a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and 
be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that 
I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 
Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be 
established for ever.  

Luke 1.26-38 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to 
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But 
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The 
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to 
her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from 
her.  

Advent Reflections Attached to this 
newsletter is the last in a series of weekly 
Advent  Reflections from the Dunster 
Benefice written this week by Revd     
Caroline Ralph. 
The Big Nativity  from Winchester   
Cathedral featuring Canon Andy Trenier, 
The Boy Chorister, Sir David Suchet, 
Claudia Grinnell and Junior Choir. 30 
minutes of music and readings. The video 
is available on YouTube or to download 
an Order of Service and watch via the 
Cathedral’s website click here. 

Services on Sunday 20th December 

St John the Baptist Carhampton – 9.30am Holy Communion 

St Nicholas Withycombe – 9.30am Holy Communion 

St George Dunster – 11am Holy Communion 

All Saints Wootton Courtenay – 11am Holy Communion (BCP) 

St Petrock Timberscombe – 3pm Carol Service 
 

Most churches will be open for private prayer on a Sunday or some other day of 
the week, please keep an eye on the notice boards. 

Sunday 20th December (Fourth of Advent)  
Readings & Collect 
Eternal God, as Mary waited for the birth of 
your Son, so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this     
present age to see, with her, our great       
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Common Worship Collect taken from Common Worship: Services and   
Prayers for the Church of England © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 

https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/the-big-nativity-2020/

