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2020 was a fairly disastrous year for the Gardening Club.  Nigel was taken seriously ill and had no 
option but to resign as Chairman.  Then, along with with thousands of clubs and societies across 
Britain, meetings in the hall came to grinding halt as Covid-19 stalked the land. With the future of 
the Gardening Club in some doubt, I resigned from my role with the Somerset Hardy Plant Society 
and took on the Chair of the WCGC instead.  The committee have been very welcoming and 
helpful, and I really appreciate their warm reception.  Everyone has been sorry to see Nigel step 
down, but he remains a valued member of the committee and we wish him well.

Although still unable to hold meetings in the hall, we have initiated a programme of talks via Zoom 
for the first half of this year (I have held off booking speakers beyond June, as I don’t know 
whether talks will still be held via Zoom in the autumn).  I hope that the audience for Zoom talks will 
grow as people become more accustomed to using the technology.  Our first Zoom speaker was 
Sally Gregson, who gave an inspiring speech on The Winter Garden.  Bill Hodgson videoed her 
talk, so if you missed it first time round, or would like to see it again, get in touch via the village 
website contact form, or email me, and I can send you the recording.  For full details of talks lined 
up over the next six months, please visit the Gardening Club page on the village website.  

I’m sorry to say that Lucy McQuillan will be leaving the committee in March as she and her 
husband, Dave, are moving to pastures new in Wales.  We will be sad to say goodbye, as she has 
been an enthusiastic member of the club, instigating and organising last year’s Seedling Swap in 
aid of the Somerset Wildlife Trust, amongst other things.  We wish her and Dave well in their new 
enterprise, which I’m sure will be a big success.

However, I am pleased to announce that Woody Tickner has agreed to join the committee, bringing 
new energy to the club and helping to maintain the core of the group.  Fresh volunteers invigorate 
proceedings, and we are very happy to welcome Woody to the committee.  I’m also glad to say 
that Pete Stenner has agreed to become Treasurer - a huge relief to me, for whom ‘numerically 
challenged’ is an understatement!

At the time of writing, it seems unlikely that restrictions will have changed enough by early August 
for the Wootton Courtenay Flower and Produce Show to go ahead this year.  The vaccine will allow 
a little more freedom, but it seems unlikely it will permit the Flower Show’s cheek-by-jowl turnout in 
the hall, and if we adhere to the two metre rule we won’t have sufficient bidders to warrant 
auctioning off the produce to raise funds.  Short of holding the event on the playing field, I can’t see 
it happening.  The Gardening Club has a reasonable healthy bank account at the moment, 
however, and we are being frugal with our spending on talks for 2021.  Zoom talks help, as we 
don’t have to pay speakers’ travel costs.

I have been approached by Mike O’Keefe regarding two large, locally-made wooden planters 
which are to be sited either side of the bench in front of All Saints’ Church.  He would like a few 
Gardening Club members to volunteer to design, plant and maintain the planters (watering has 
been arranged).  This is still in the early stages, as the planters haven’t been sited yet, but it is 
something for us to think about this spring.  The plants will need to be fairly bomb-proof, so that 
they can endure the heat of summer, but also have a long period of interest. I suggest a permanent 
core of something evergreen, around which we could plant a different colour scheme of drought-
tolerant beddings each year, but all ideas are welcome.

Finally, I’d just like to thank the members for all their support throughout this tumultuous year.  I 
hope all our lives gradually improve as 2021 unfolds, and that we may begin to resume normal life 
before the year is out.  I wish you all good health and happy gardening!

Marion Jay


