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Rector’s Note  
How can one forget St George today, the patron saint of England. Never mind that 
he was a soldier in the Roman army who lived in Palestine and was martyred in 
Lydda about 304. He has become muddled over the centuries with St Michael the 
dragon slayer. he became our patron saint after the crusades, when the returning 
soldiers renewed interest in his cult and the previous patron saint, Edward the 
Confessor, lost out. George is patron of the Order of the Garter. In this part of the 
world there are a large number of stories about dragons, from where one crossed 
the road at the Dragon House hotel to Carantoc, who defeated a ferocious dragon to 
retrieve his portable altar and founded a monastery at Carhampton.  No-one goes 
into battle now shouting “God for Harry, England and St George!”   But when we 
remember St George, we might remember his courage and his conviction.                                                        
Caroline 

-------------------------------------- 
 

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Acts 4.5-12 
The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas 
the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By 
what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, 
said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of 
a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been 
healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom 
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead.  
This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.” 
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.’  
1 John 3.16-end 
We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our 
lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s 
goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this 
we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 
him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his 
commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he 
abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

Services this Week 
This Sunday there will be services at Carhampton and Wootton Courtenay at 

9.30am and Dunster and Timberscombe at 11am. 
 

Most churches will be open for private prayer on a Sunday or some other day 
of the week, please keep an eye on the notice boards. 

Sunday 25th April (Fourth of Easter ) 
Readings & Collect 
Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your 
voice and to follow your command, that all your people may be gathered into one 
flock, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
Common Worship Collect taken from Common Worship: Services and  Prayers for the Church of England © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 

Collect for St George’s Day 
God of hosts, 
who so kindled the flame of love 
in the heart of your servant George 
that he bore witness to the risen Lord 
by his life and by his death: 
give us the same faith and power of love 
that we who rejoice in his triumphs 
may come to share with him the fullness of 
the resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

BBC Songs of Praise, Sunday 25th 
April, 1.15pm, BBC 2 ‘Springtime 
Joy’ This week, Rev Kate Bottley  
visits the brand new RHS Garden 
Bridgewater in Salford. She joins   
volunteers planting seeds and bulbs in 
the gardens, due to open to the public 
in May, and reflects on the signs of 
hope this represents. 


