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Time is Running Out  
‘Code red for humanity’: UN 
Secretary General responds to 
climate report 2021 

The report was prepared by 234 IPCC scientists from 66 countries who warned that global warming 
of 2°C will be exceeded during the 21st century. Rapid and deep reductions in CO2 and other 
greenhouse gas emissions are urgently required. 

How Much CO2 is Wootton 
Courtenay Contributing to the 

Problem? 
One tonne of CO2 fills a typical large hot air 
balloon.  

 

ACTION: For how many tonnes of CO2 are you 

responsible? Check out your household carbon 

footprint. 

 

 

                       Find out at 
www.carbonfootprint.com 

OR 
www.ovoenergy.com 

1 tonne of CO2 would  

fill 1 hot air balloon 

WOOTTON COURTENAY 
25.6 tonnes of CO2e* 

per household per year 
 
*CO2e stands for "carbon dioxide equivalent" and is a standard 
unit of measurement in carbon accounting. 

(Source:Impact Community Carbon Calculator) 

 

http://www.carbonfootprint.com/
http://www.ovoenergy.com/


ACTION:Low carbon life styles: how many can  
               you tick?  

Standby uses 
unnecessary energy – 
switch off 

 
Switch  to  a  100% 
renewable  energy 
supplier 

Turn the thermostat 
down 1 or 2 degrees 

 

 
 
Instal a smart meter to 
check your energy 
usage 
 

 
Eat less meat When boiling a kettle, 

boil only the amount of 
water you need 

Turn off the tap when 
cleaning your teeth 

 
Reduce the 
temperature of the 
shower 

 
Have your shopping 
delivered  - it’s public 
transport for food and 
reduces individual car 
journeys. 

 
Drive less, car share 

 

 

 
 

When changing your 
car choose electric or 
hybrid. 

 
Reduce consumption, 
repair broken items, 
reuse, recycle. 

 
Choose 
environmently friendly 
cleaning products 

 
Cut out plastic, one of 
the largest pollutants 
on earth 

 

 
Reduce flying and 
flight distance or have 
a no-fly year 
 

 
Buy fewer clothes and 
only from companies 
using sustainable 
materials 

 
Use LED light bulbs – 
they use less power 

 

 
Insulate your home 

 

 
When replacing 
appliances choose 
the most energy 
efficient 

 VS   
 
Choose reusable 
products rather than 
disposable items 



Plastic Found In Birds’ Nests In Wootton Courtenay 

   
Examples of nests containing plastic 

 

Marion Jay was surprised to find slithers of plastic in birds’ nests in her garden. On investigation 
she discovered the birds had simply pulled out narrow strips of woven plastic membrane, effectively 
fraying the fabric at the edges 

 

Four in 10 nests surveyed on the uninhabited Lady Isle in the Firth of 
Clyde contained plastic. 

It is thought the birds' different nest-building behaviours are behind the difference. Shags reuse 
their nests year after year so plastic builds up over time. The research, led by the University of 
Glasgow, suggested the plastic was washed to the island, where it was collected by birds and 
incorporated into nests. 

Researchers said it is important to gather more information about the impact of plastic in nests as 
it could affect the quality of the structure with detrimental effects for the eggs and chicks, while 
there is also a risk birds could become tangled up in it. 



ACTION: Know your plastics (RHS plastics policy) 

 

Only HDPE and PET are easily and widely recycled 

1. PET: fizzy drinks, water bottles and salad trays 
2. HDPE: milk bottles, bleach, detergents and some shampoo bottles 
3. PVC: carpet backing, pipes, window and door frames 
4. LDPE: bin liners, packaging film, squeezable bottles and carrier bags 
5. PP: containers, food packaging eg margarine tubs, microwaveable meal trays 
6. PS: packaging for food and electronic goods and toys 

 

ELECTRIC PLANES TO REDUCE CO2 EMISSIONS 

In the race to net zero aviation remains a formidable obstacle. The good news is that 
low-carbon aviation is progressing. A hybrid plane has been conducting a series of 
demonstration flights between Exeter Airport and Cornwall Airport Newquay. It is the 
first time an electric-powered plane has taken part in such tests in the UK. 
 

The aircraft involved is a modified six-seater Cessna 337 with one battery-powered 
electric motor and one traditional combustion engine. Ampaire, the firm behind the 
plane, described the flights as “an important first step to decarbonising” regional air 
travel.  

……………………………… 

SHOCKING NEWS ABOUT OUR WATERWAYS!!!! 

An Environment Agency report earlier this year said all of the rivers, lakes and 
streams in England are polluted and there had been no progress towards the target 
of 100% healthy waters by 2027. 

https://www.ampaire.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-54195182
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-54195182


Wessex Water: Pollution Incident Reduction Plan: May 2021 

WET WIPES AND FAT CAUSE  BLOCKAGES            

 

Figure 2: Root cause analysis trends for 2018-2020 and details of blockage causes trends 

 
The plan states, “In early 2021-22 we will be launching a new customer engagement initiative – a 
Stop the Block free pack offering customers advice and free products to help promote the 
correct disposal of waste in the bathroom and kitchen, eg, gunk pots, sink strainers, reusable 
wipes, bathroom bin liners.” 

ACTION: How Can We Help? 
                DO 

Wipe and scrape plates 
before washing 
 
Collect all used cooking 
oil into a suitable  
container and put in the  

            household bin. 
 
Use strainers in sink 
plug holes, then empty 
into a suitable bin. 

              DON’T 
 

Put fats, oils or grease 
down the sink. 

 

Put food scrapings into 
the sink. 

 
Pour harmful chemicals 
down the sink or drain to 
try and dissolve fats, oils  

           or grease. 

Lucy, Environment Officer in the Field Monitoring 
Team says: 

• Only flush the 3Ps – pee, poo and paper 

• Never pour fats, oils or grease down the 
sink 

• Never flush wet wipes and sanitary products down the loo 

 



ACTION: SEPTEMBER 25th 2021      11am – 1pm 

Help clean up our local beaches and save wildlife 

 

 Porlock Bay – Great British Beach Clean 
Location: Bossington, Porlock Bay, Porlock, Somerset, TA24 8HQ 

 

 Annual Marine Conservation Society Beach Clean and Litter Survey                    

 

Event details 

Meeting point: Bossington National Trust Car 
Park, TA24 8HQ 

Date:Saturday 25 September 2021 

Time:11:00am - 1:00pm 
                                        

About the event 

Come along and help with a mass litter pick on Porlock Beach. This is part of the 
Marine Conservation Society's Great British Beach Clean week and the Severn Estuary 
Big Beach Clean. This event is being run by Plastic Free Porlock Vale. We will be doing 
a detailed survey of different types of litter on a small stretch of beach (counting and 
weighing!) to add to MCS national database, as well as a general beach clean.  Also a 
chance to find out about, share ideas and get involved in the Plastic Free Porlock Vale 
campaign. Help us keep our status as a Surfers Against Sewage Plastic Free 
Community ! Everyone welcome. 
 

Know before you go 

Mobility 

It’s a 5 minute walk from the car park to the beach along a slightly uneven dirt track, and Porlock 
beach is quite stony. There are public toilets at the car park. 

Wheelchair access 

No 

What to bring 

Bring garden gloves and hand sanitiser. We will provide litter pickers and sacks (but please bring 
your own if you have them). 

Parking information 

Parking is the pay and display National Trust car park (free for National Trust members) 

Facilities:Toilets, Cafe/refreshments,Picnic area 

Contact us: Stephen Colson: plasticfreeporlockvale@gmail.com 

mailto:plasticfreeporlockvale@gmail.com

