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1 Corinthians 13 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all   
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over 
my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. 
Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, 
they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, 
and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to 
an end. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a 
mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope, and love abide, 
these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
Luke 2:22-40 
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of       
turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was       
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came 
into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God,       
saying, 
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of 
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined 
for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be             
opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.’ 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her          
marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but 
worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

Sunday 30rthJanuary  (Candlemas)        

Readings & Collect  

Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and 
glory of Israel: make your home among us, 

and present us pure and holy  
to your heavenly Father, your God,  

and our God. Amen. 
Common Worship Collect taken from Common Worship: Services and   

Prayers for the Church of England  © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
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Pilgrimage Walks Steven Wort the 
Hedgerow Chaplain based in the benefice 
of Milverton with Halse,  Fitzhead and Ash 
Priors, leads regular Pilgrimage Walks. 
The number of people on each monthly 
walk is around twelve, with a split of 
eight being non church visitors and 
four regular or occasional church visitors. 
His next walk is on Tuesday 15th Feb. For 
more information and contact details on 
the diocesan website click here. 

Services this Week 

This week there will be a  

Benefice Service of Holy Communion (Common Worship) for Candlemas 

at Carhampton at 11am. 

https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/news/moving-into-the-time-of-light.php

