



Chairwoman’s Report 2022 

Last year saw a return to some semblance of normality for the Gardening Club, with talks taking 
place via Zoom during the spring.  Two local garden visits and an outdoor club social at Crockford 
were welcome gatherings in the summer, and talks returned to the village hall in the autumn.  
Unfortunately the Omicron variant means our February 2022 talk will now be held via Zoom, but 
with a fair wind we should be back in the hall for David Usher’s lecture on Gertrude Jekyll in April. 

Our February topic was due to be UK Subtropical Gardening, a talk given by Ben Candlin of 
Adventurous Plants, who was going to bring plants to sell.  As it became increasingly evident that 
the talk would have to be delivered via Zoom, Ben agreed to shift his lecture date to June and I 
engaged a Zoom lecturer for February: Andrew Ward, of Norwell Nurseries.  I have visited 
Andrew’s nursery and garden, and he is an inspiring and knowledgeable speaker with a wealth of 
experience of plants which tolerate difficult conditions.  Ideal for those of us here in Wootton 
Courtenay, where gardens range from drought-prone to distinctly boggy!  

The Gardening Club has been affiliated to the RHS for a number of years, at a cost of £35 per 
annum.  As Covid obliged us to put the Flower and Produce Show on hold and waive the 
subscription fees last year, the club’s finances have been in the doldrums and the benefits of RHS 
affiliation have become less relevant.  The Committee have decided to allow the affiliation to lapse 
for the time being, a decision which may be revisited in the future should the situation improve. 

Our membership grew a little in 2021, thanks in part to several newcomers to the village who 
evidently have green fingers.  I hope that you will all renew your membership for the coming year - 
membership forms are available in the village shop if you are unable to print one off at home.  At 
£10 per person, club membership is excellent value for money.  

I hope to be able to book a return visit to the garden at Vellacott this spring, at the request of 
several members who came on last summer’s visit.  Kevin and Pat, the owners, tell me they have 
a beautiful display of spring colour in the woodland area, and Pat’s cream teas are a real treat.  
Woody has proposed a visit to the gardens of Tiverton Castle next summer, a self-drive trip with a 
garden tour included.  More details on that trip will be on the Gardening Club page of the Wootton 
Courtenay website, as and when they come through. 
 
It hasn’t been easy to remain optimistic in the face of the pandemic, but at least gardens are one 
place where we can socialise freely and relax.  I am always open to ideas for garden visits, so 
please get in touch if you know of somewhere we might go.  If you’d be interested in opening your 
own garden to club members, do let me know.  There are always people happy to help with 
refreshments, and it would be very much appreciated by all: email marion.jay@icloud.com

Finally, I’d like to thank the Committee for all their invaluable help, support and suggestions over 
the past year.  This is a wonderful village to live in, and I feel lucky to know you all.

Marion Jay
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